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level—he knows his subject matter and his au-
dience inside-out.

Whole generations in Southeast Missouri
have grown up with the informed voice of Mr.
Shain in their ears. He has not only conveyed
to us the news of the day, but he has also
placed that news in context for his viewership.
He has told us what is important as well as
why. He has always had something important
to say, which is a tough thing to do when most
of your sentences end in a question mark.
Still, Mr. Shain has been so successful and is
so respected because his intellect is only sur-
passed by his understanding of the news
media and its responsibilities to the public.

In service to the public, Mr. Shain has
shaped minds and informed opinions among
an electorate in Southern Missouri which is
serious about its civic duty, patriotic obliga-
tions and the wellbeing of its neighbors. His
name is synonymous with the news—with
what is current and worth understanding. As
much as the station that broadcasts him, Mike
Shain is an institution.

Even though regular viewers of our evening
news will no longer see Mr. Shain every day,
his presence will continue to be seen and
heard in the generations of newsmen and
newswomen who have learned their craft from
him. Mr. Shain’s voice will be missed across
the Heartland, but his legacy will endure. I'm
proud to have known and worked with Mr.
Shain, and | am glad to thank him on behalf
of the entire Eighth Congressional District of
the State of Missouri.
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Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Rose Fowler of the
McSweeney Regional Senior Center who will
be retiring after a decade of service to the
seniors of eastern Connecticut.

Rose is a dedicated public servant who
works tirelessly in the town of Coventry, Con-
necticut. She has been a familiar face in local
politics, serving as chair of the town council
and as the moderator on Election Day. Rose
actively volunteers her time with a host of
community organizations, including the town’s
historical society. She and her husband Jo-
seph also own and operate the Country Store
that is located on Main Street.

Rose is best known to the people of eastern
Connecticut for her work at the McSweeney
Regional Senior Center. For nearly thirty
years, the center has provided services to the
residents of ten area communities. They offer
extensive preventive care programs, including
a number of health screenings and support
groups. There are also a variety of social pro-
grams which have helped to foster a family at-
mosphere among the participants. From exer-
cise classes to arts and crafts and a variety of
trips, the seniors at McSweeney Regional
Senior Center have truly found a second
home. These activities have fostered a true
sense of companionship and enjoyment for all
who participate and are indicative of the
warmth and friendship that Rose brings to
work each and every day.

Even though | want to congratulate Rose on
her well deserved retirement, | admit that | am
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saddened by this event. While the
McSweeney Senior Center will continue its tra-
dition of quality service and support for the re-
gion’s seniors, it will be difficult to match the
legacy that Rose has left behind. | know that
I will miss our discussions and interactions
when | visit with the seniors and that | will not
be alone in this regard. | wish Rose the best
as she begins the next journey in her life and
remain confident that whatever she does, she
will continue her legacy of service to the sen-
iors and people of eastern Connecticut.
———
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Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of the Vietnamese New
Year: Tet, 2009, Year of the Buffalo. As the
Vietnamese community in Greater Cleveland
gathers at St. Helena Catholic Church to cele-
brate, | join them in celebration of their rich
history and culture.

Tet is the time of the year to pay homage
to ancestors, reconnect with friends and family
and celebrate every hope and possibility rising
with the new year. This year's gathering will
once again honor community volunteers and
leaders, showcasing many Vietnamese cul-
tural treasures including Vietnamese culinary
cuisine, music and dance.

2009 also marks thirty-four years of service
to the community by the Viethamese Commu-
nity in Greater Cleveland, Inc. This organiza-
tion has been an invaluable resource for hun-
dreds of Clevelanders of Vietnamese descent,
linking them to needed resources and pre-
serving the rich heritage of the Vietnamese
people.

| would also like to take this opportunity to
recognize Le Nguyen, President of the Viet-
namese Community in Greater Cleveland,
Inc., and every member, past and present, for
their dedication to Vietnamese-Americans of
Northeast Ohio.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in celebration of the Vietnamese New
Year, Tet 2009: Year of the Buffalo. May
every American of Vietnamese heritage hold
memories of their past forever in their hearts,
and find peace and happiness within every
new day of the rising new year.

——

THE 36TH ANNIVERSARY OF ROE
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Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, | rise in honor of the recent 36th an-
niversary of the Supreme Court decision, Roe
v. Wade.

Citing the constitutional right to privacy, the
decision recognized women’s equal standing
with men to make decisions about their own
bodies, and constituted a landmark step for-
ward in the ongoing fight for gender equality.
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Roe has advanced both the health care and
human rights of women throughout America. It
stands for the simple premise that government
should not, and cannot, tell a person what to
do with his or her own body.

As a proud cosponsor of the Prevention
First Act, | certainly recognize that the term
“pro-choice” is not synonymous with “pro-
abortion.”

Instead, to me, the right to choose is the
right of a woman to make her own decisions
about her health and future, free of coercion,
based on medically-accurate information, and
with access to all reproductive health options.

Roe has provided us a legal foundation
upon which to build a framework of reproduc-
tive health options for women. Our responsi-
bility, as we celebrate the decision’s anniver-
sary, is to make sure we honor the tradition of
that decision by assuring that women and
families throughout this great country have ac-
cess to family planning and reproductive
health options so that never again do women
have to retreat to alleyways and dark corners
to receive proper medical care.

Madam Speaker, January 22, 1973 marks a
landmark day in our nation’s constitutional his-
tory—for women, for health, and for individual
liberty.

——————
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Mr. POMEROQY. Mr. Speaker, Our nation’s
economy continues to be challenged by tight
credit markets and the long-term unwinding of
the housing bubble. In light of the serious eco-
nomic situation, | am voting against H.J. Res.
3 which involves the second half of the funds
for the Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP)
for three reasons:

The first reason is that the economy is in
truly terrible shape. During 2008, the economy
lost 2.6 million jobs, with more than 1 million
jobs lost in the last two months alone. Econo-
mists now project that the unemployment rate
might rise to over ten percent in the coming
year. Congress needs to do what it can to re-
spond to the situation. When Congress initially
authorized the TARP funds in late September
the crisis in the financial markets had not hit
main street business across the country.
Today as we consider releasing the second
half of the TARP funds, the circumstances that
compelled that response last fall are even
more dire.

The second reason for my opposition to the
resolution of disapproval is based upon a be-
lief that the second half of TARP funds will be
used more strategically and effectively. Simply
put, appointees of the Bush administration that
oversaw the flawed administration of the pro-
gram are no longer in charge of its operation.
We have a new President and economic team
that will need all of the presently available
tools and more to address our cratering econ-
omy. The Obama administration has com-
mitted to get credit flowing to families and
businesses while launching a sweeping effort
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